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Medicine. 


RYAN’S  SPECIFICATION. 


TO  ALL  TO  WHOM  THESE  PRESENTS  SHALL  COME,  I,  John  Ryan, 
of  the  Parish  of  Saint  Andrew,  Holborn,  in  the  City  of  London,  Physician 
and  Surgeon,  send  greeting. 

WHEREAS  His  present  most  Excellent  Majesty  King  George  the  Second, 
5  by  His  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  the 
Sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  His  reign,  reciting 
that  I,  the  said  John  Ryan,  had,  by  my  Petition,  humbly  represented  unto 
His  Majesty  that  I  was  the  sole  Inventor  of  “  A  Medicine,  entirely  New,  and 

NOT  HITHERTO  PRACTICED,  FOR  THE  SAFE,  EXPEDITIOUS,  AND  EFFECTUAL  CURING 

10  of  the  Venereal  Disease,  and  which  Invention  I  had,  with  great  Labour 
Industry,  repeated  Experience,  and  at  a  considerable  Expence,  brought  to 
such  a  Perfection  as  to  be  of  general  Utility  and  Benefit  to  the  Subjects 
of  this  Kingdom,  as  no  Prophylactick  Remedy  (by  which  Term  I  mean  the 
Essentia  Polychresta,  Goutes  de  Peru,  or  the  famous  Antivenereal  Peru 
15  Drops,  which  are  incontestably  the  only  absolute  Specifick  ever  known  or 

OFFERED  TO  THE  PuBLICK  FOR  THE  SAFE,  EXPEDITIOUS,  AND  EFFECTUAL  CURING  IN 

both  Sexes  the  several  Species  and  Symptons  of  the  Venereal  Disease, 

NAMELY,  THE  EnDEMIAL  MALADY  OF  PERU,  A  CLAP,  OR  VlRULENT  GONORRHEA,  THE 
Yawes,  now  frequent  and  malignant,  the  Plica  Polonica,  and  a  confirmed 
20  Lues  or  Pox,  with  all  its  deplorable  Symptoms,  and  the  said  Peru  Drops  are 
also,  by  their  Detersive  and  Anticeptick  Virtue  an  Effectual  Remedy  for 
Stubborn  Gleets,  Seminal  Weaknesses  and  Inabilities,  for  the  Venereal 
Piles,  either  Internal  or  External,  and  Fistulous  Disorders,  and  are  a 
certain  Purifier  of  the  Blood  in  all- Scorbutick  Humours,  Cancerous,  Leprous, 


2 


A. I)  1758.— N°  729. 


j Ryans  Medicines. 

AND  SCROPHULOUS  CASES,  THEY  ARE  LIKEWISE  A  SOVEREIGN  ANTIDOTE  FOR  THE 

Venereal  Gout,  Rheumatism,  and  Scurvy,  Popular  Diseases,  yet  commonly 

TAKEN  FOR  CONSTITUTIONAL  DISORDERS,  AS  THEY  ARE  A  SINGULAR  SPECIFICK  FOR  EVERY 

Species  of  Fits,  Palpitations,  Complicated,  Nerveous,  Apoplectick,  Epileptick, 
and  Paralytic  Disorders  proceeding  from  a  Venereal  Cause,  and  are  a  5 
Prophilactick  Remedy,  or  an  admirable  Preservative  against  contracting  the 
Venereal  Infection,  that  the  said  Peru  Drops  are  perfectly  Innocent,  devoid 
of  all  Mercurials,  and,  by  their  benign  Virtue,  operate  in  a  Mild  and 
Friendly  Manner,  Eradicateing  the  Virulency  of  the  Disease  by  Stool,  Urine, 
and  Perspiration),  or  Thorough  Method  has  been  hitherto  adapted  for  the  10 
Radical  Cure  of  the  said  Disease  in  its  present  Complicated  State  of 
Malignancy  and  praying  His  Majesty’s  Letters  Patent  for  the  sole  use  thereof, 

His  said  Majesty  did  thereby  give  and  grant  unto  me,  the  said  John  Ryan, 
my  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  His  especial  licence,  sole  priviledge 
and  authority,  that  I,  the  said  John  Ryan,  my  executors,  administrators,  and  15 
assigns,  and  no  other,  should  and  lawfully  might  make,  use,  exercise,  and  vend 
my  said  Invention,  within  England,  Wales,  and  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  for  and 
during  the  term  of  fourteen  years  from  the  date  of  the  said  recited  Letters 
Patent ;  in  which  said  Letters  Patent  is  contained  a  proviso  that  if  I,  the  said 
John  Ryan,  should  not  particularly  describe  and  ascertain  the  nature  of  njv  oq 
said  Invention,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  is  to  be  performed,  by  an 
instrument  in  writing  under  my  hand  and  seal,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
inrolled  in  His  said  Majesty’s  High  Court  of  Chancery  within  three  calendar 
months  next  after  the  date  of  the  said  Letters  Patent,  that  then  the  said  Letters 
Patent,  and  all  priviledges  and  advantages  thereby  granted,  should  utterly  25 
cease,  determine,  and  become  void,  as  by  the  said  Letters  Patent,  relation  being 
thereunto,  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

NOW  KNOW  YE,  that  I,  the  said  John  Ryan,  in  compliance  with  the  said 
proviso,  do  hereby  further  describe  and  particularly  ascertain  the  nature  of 
my  said  Invention,  and  the  ingredients  whereof  the  same  is  to  be  composed,  30 
as  follows  (that  is  to  say) : —  .  *  .  .  • 

Salis  cujusvis  alkalini  fixi,  antimonii  crudi,  spiritus  vini  rectificati 
a.  a.  q.  s.  ut  fiat  tinctura  antimonium  in  pulverem  redactum,  sali  admisce,  et 
igne  forti  liquescant  simul  per  horam,  deinde  effunde,  in  pulverem  redige,  et 
spiritu  affuso,  adde  pulverem  jalapii  et  bezoartum  minerale  secundum  artem,  35 
digere  moderato,  igne  per  duodecem  dies  ad  extremum  cola. 

ty.  Lignorum  guaiaci,  sassafras,  baccarum  juniperi  opii,  salis  tartari 
a.  a.  q.  s.,  ligna  et  opium  incidantur,  digere  moderato,  igne  per  totidem  dies  ut 
superius. 
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Bals.  Peru,  capiv.,  tolut.  Giliad,  gum  guaiac.  pulv.  jalap,  rliei.  sal.  tart, 
sp.  vin.  rectif.  a.  a.  q.  s.  digere  pari  ter  moderato  calore  per  duodecem  dies. 
Omnia  simul  misce  et  serventur  ad  usum. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  John  Ryan,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
5  and  seal,  the  Thirteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of 

the  reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  and  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

JOHN  (l.s.)  RYAN. 

Signed  and  sealed  (being  first  duly 
10  stampt)  in  the  presence  of  us, 

Saml  Blackshaw. 

Miles  Crosby. 

AND  BE  IT  REMEMBRED,  that  on  the  Thirteenth  day  of  November,  in 
the  thirty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  i-j 
1 5  the  said  J ohn  Ryan  came  before  our  said  Lord  the  King  in  His  Chancery, 
and  acknowledged  the  Writing  aforesaid,  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein 
contained,  in  form  above  said.  And  the  said  Writing  was  stamped  according 
to  the  Statute  made  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  and  so  forth. 

20  Inrolled  the  Thirteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  1758. 
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